
Current Perceptions of Federal 
Geospatial Efforts

We’re the Feds and 
we are here to help!



We are in this together

• The NSDI provides a vision for a national 
strategy for geospatial information .

• We are here together supporting that vision.
• Trying to strike a balance between specific 

mandates/programmatic responsibilities and 
contributing to the NSDI.



Three National Cross-Agency 
Initiatives

• Federal Geographic Data Committee
• The National Map
• Geospatial One Stop

Confusing the Geospatial Community?
Or Complementary Components of a 
National Strategy?



What we’ve Done:

• Clarified roles and agreed to focus on our 
strengths

• Complementing and leveraging our 
resources

• Convey clear messages describing our 
activities



Federal Geographic Data Committee
FGDC leads the 
development of:

•Policies,
Standards, and 
Training to 
support the NSDI

•Coordination
efforts



Geospatial One Stop
• Making it:
– Easier
– Faster
– Less expensive

For all levels of 
government and the 
public to access 
geospatial information.

• geodata.gov is the
gateway for discovery



The National Map

• The National Map
– Provides integrated 

topographic content 
in partnership with 
data producers at 
all levels.

• nationalmap.usgs.gov



Geographic Names
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• Discovery and Access

• Common Infrastructure

• Harvesting

GOS Portal

Leading the Development of Partnerships to 
Build the NSDI
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Benefits

• Clarify partners participation
– Register metadata once – Geodata.gov
– Utilize USGS field liaisons
– GOS/Clearinghouse Interaction

• Speeds implementation of The National 
Map

• Communicate shared, consistent message
• Leverage geospatial grant funds



Opportunities

• The geospatial community looks to Federal 
agencies for leadership

• NSDI implementation requires us all to be 
stewards of geospatial resources

• GOS, FGDC and TNM all rely on partners 
for success

• Aligning these 3 initiatives can be a step 
toward a national strategy


